[Behavior of endothelin plasma levels during iloprost infusion in patients with severe ischemia in the lower extremities].
In order to clarify interactions between the various endothelial vasoactive substances, the authors studied the behaviour of endothelin plasma levels during acute iloprost infusion in 7 elderly patients with critical leg ischemia. Iloprost was administered i.v., diluted in saline solution (200 ng/ml, from 30 to 40 ml/h, for 6 hours/day over 4 weeks). Endothelin was assayed in plasma on day 4 of treatment at times 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, hours, or in other words before treatment and ten every 2 hours up until the 6th hour, and then 2 hours after the end of iloprost infusion. The control group consisted of 7 age-matched subjects suffering from peripheral obliterating arterial disease at Fontaine's stage 1 and 2 who where infused with saline solution alone. Patients receiving iloprost presented a mean endothelin plasma level +/- SD at time 0 of 5.40 +/- 1.23 pg/ml, 4.24 +/- 0.72 pg/ml at time 2, 4.22 +/- 0.74 pg/ml at time 4, 4.24 +/- 0.22 pg/ml at time 6, and 4.49 +/- 0.58 pg/ml at time 8. The difference between endothelin levels in basal conditions and those at time 2, 4 and 6 was statistically significant. The difference between the peptide at times 0 and 8 was not statistically significant. In the control group the mean +/- SD of endothelin plasma level was, at the same times, respectively 5.23 +/- 0.55 pg/ml, 4.88 +/- 1.39 pg/ml, 5.44 +/- 1.51 pg/ml, 5.10 +/- 0.86 pg/ml and 5.60 +/- 1.64 pg/ml. The difference between endothelin levels in basal conditions and those at later times was not statistically significant.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)